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Today a Reader. Tomorrow a Leader.

Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2015/16

Adult Education provides reading, \
writing, and math tutoring to adults
who read at or below a basic skills
level.

2015/16 Impact: 44 students served,
51% improved post-test scores by a
full Educational Functioning Level. )

English for Speakers of Other \
Langauges (ESOL) provides tutoring to
adult immigrants seeking improved
English language skills.

2015/16 Impact: 241 students served,
12 passed the U.S. Naturalization
Exam, and one earned her HSE (High
School Equivalency) diploma. /

The Augustine Project provides one-
on-one tutoring to low-income
children reading below grade level.

2015/16 Impact: 51 students served,
100% improved post-test scores by at
least one grade level. /

336 students received instruction from trained volunteer tutors
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A NEW PROGRAM launched in Nov
2015: Dolly Parton's Imagination
Library mails a free, age-
appropriate book every month to
children aged birth to five.

2015/16 Impact: 225 children
received books, 65 families
participated in workshops to learn
how to foster pre- and early
literacy skills in their children.

“Alex” was 18 months old when his mother registered for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.
Alex’s family has very few resources: the annual household income for his family of three is less
than $10,000. When Alex was enrolled in the program, his family had fewer than 10 children’s
books in their home and no library card. Today, Alex is 2 % years old and has received 12 new,
age-appropriate books mailed to his home. This more than doubles the number of books that he
had access to just one year ago. Alex’s mother reads to him multiple times per week.

During the 2015/16 fiscal year, the Literacy Council launched a mobile responsive
website and blog, facilitating volunteer recruitment and allowing us to disseminate
information about the issue of literacy. We also introduced a video produced by Emmy
award winning filmmaker Katie Damien, who was so moved by Adult Education
students’ stories that she produced a beautiful representation of their experiences.

Visit www.litcouncil.com to experience the new website and video.

Our Mission

is to increase comprehensive literacy and English language
skills through specialized instruction by trained tutors and
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Who Makes This Impact Possible?

Volunteers

In 2015/16, the Literacy Council engaged 252 volunteer tutors who generously gave 18,906
hours of instruction and planning—a value of approx. $450,000 to the community according to
the Independent Sector. These individuals, listed below, contribute to student success daily.

Arthur Aaronson
Kristina Aaronson
Deborah Aiton
Calvin Allen
Karen Anderson
LUAnn Arena
Brian Arnold
Margaret Ashby
Joy Bagley Augustine
Chelsea Baldwin
Kevin Baxter
Ann Marie Behling
Brian Benn

Tasha Benyshek
Liesa Bischoff
Mary Bitter

Tom Blair

Karen Boekschoten
Stanley Boyd
Douglas Brablec
Matt Brantner
Susan Brasfield
Pat Breher
Cristina Brewer
Ann Bridgman
Maureen Brooks
Mike Burgette
Caroly Burton
Hope Butterworth
Nichole Calderaro
Kirsten Campbell
Rhonda Candler Kilby
Jill Cargile

Aiden Carson
Jennifer Carter
Tommie Carter
Anne Challen
Laurie Chess
Susanne Chiappa
Gracemarie Cirino
Julia Clary
Robbie Coleman
Sharon Collins
Dan Cook
Kimberley Coyne
Katherine Cross
Andrew Crosson
Jeanne Cumby
Vicki Cummings
Jennifer Cutright
Anne Dachowski
Jamie Dale

Nance Davidson
Kathleen Davis
Michael Deem
Barbara Demeter
Patrick Dennison
Alyssa DeRonne

Elizabeth Devereaux
Katie DeWit
Cheryl Dietrich
Lucy Dilworth
Mona DiMartino
Peg Downes
David Dry

Sheila Dunn

Kay Dunn
Brantlee Eisenman
Laurie Ekstein
John Ellington
Laurel Elstrom
Day Ann Emory
Michelle Ender
Michelle Ender
Hannah Epperson
Denise Ertell

Lois Esposito
Nancy Feldman
Jason Ference
Princess Ferguson
Ray Ferguson
Ayla Ficken

Blair Fielding
Sandra Frith
Christen Fulk
Florrie Funk
Trudy Galynker
Bob Garfield
Deana Gasperson
Jennifer Gemma
Elizabeth Goldsmith
Tom Gonzalez
Mary Goodkind
Betsy Gorn

Laura Graham
Joanne Gregory
Sep Gregory

Sybil Groulx
Shelley Habif
Marilyn Harmaning
Amy Hatmaker
Conny Hester
Kathy Higginbotham
Adolph Hoehling
Michelle Hoffman
Virginia Hoffman
Steve Hopkins
Allen Horowitz
Jennifer Horton
Don Howland
MeChelle Howland
Tricia Hynes
Teresa Imfeld
Dvora Ivankowski
Saylor Jessop

Ann Johnson

Anne Johnson
Sandra Johnson
Sarah Keyser Johnson
Leah Joseph
Stephen Judge
Alicia Kaiser
Linda Kane
Pamela Keenan
Christine Kelly
Sandy Kelly
Irina Khasanova

Telle King
Barbara Knock
Susan Koesters
Mary Koni
Annelise Kopp
Katherine Kowal
Milissa Lang
Gail Lankford
Sue Larmon
Gillian Larson
Linda Laufer
Dian Leeper
Peter Leifert
Karen Leonard
Susan Lerner
Annalisa Littleton
Barb Lohf
Linda MacKay
Carol MacRae
Lenore Madeline
Jana Mader
Terry Marvel
Kathryn Massey
Sara May

Sue McAdams
Lynda McCredie
Jim McGlinn
Marilynn Medican
Jenna Melissas
Marsha Messer-Bass
Jim Meyer

Carol Meyer

Karen Miller
Sherrie Mirsky
Karen Mouw
Margo Mulligan
Susan Murty

Sue Myers

Jann Nance
Marianne Newman
Nancy Nothhelfer
Anne Okie

Sioux Olivia

Claire Oppenheimer
Maggi Ormand
Marlee Page
Ginny Parker
Shirley Parkin
Hannah Peerless
Ann Perry

Mark Peters
Viviann Pettersson
Carol Polsgrove
Jade Pombrio
Anita Powell
Dick Powell
Diane Puckett

Ed Rankin
Tristan Rehner
Catherine Reid
Kelly Reither
Robin Richardson
Susan Robbins
Betty Roberts
Cherie Roberts
Kathy Roby

Rosa Roca
Audrey Rogers
Dina Rose

Fran Ross

Julie Roueche
Kay Rouse

C. Michelle Ruedin
Mary Sabol

Paola Salas

Jerry Sampson
Bill Sanders
Jeannie Sanders
Davida Sara
Johanna Schneider
Tiffany Schultz
Kay Scott

Anna Sexton
Marilyn Shames
Leah Shapiro
Robert Shepherd
Betsy Sherman
Kari Sickenberger
Linda Siegall
Amanda Simays
Marijo Simpson
Honey Solomon
Gina Sprinkle
Stefan Stackhouse
Jan Stephanides
Dave Stum

Mary Sugeir
Diane Sylvestre
Justin Sylvestre
Tish Szurek
Natalie Taggart
Shinara Taylor
Amanda Teems
Robert Teller
Peggy Tobin
Mary Topper

Mia Topple

Stan Topple
Mary Trauner
Laurena Turner
Linda Van Tuyl
Cindy Vandewart
Karen Vaughn
Kristen Walden
Ellen Walker
John Waterman
Linda Waterman
Stewart Wedthoff
Allison Weems
Alice Weldon
Yvette Wessel
Porti White
Sarah White

Joan R. Wilson
Joan Wilson
Katie Winchell
Debby Wolcott
Martha Woolverton
Patrick Wright
Deloyce Wright-Porrata
Janet Yurecka
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Donors

Corporate Partners

Asheville Track Club

AT&T North Carolina

Barnes & Noble

Biltmore Oil Company

Blue Ridge Foot Center

Blue Ridge Roller Derby

Books for Good, Inc.

Chai Pani, LLC

Chiesa Restaurant

Conrad Industries Inc.

Dave Steel Company

Express Employment
Professionals

Genova Diagnostics

Grove Stone & Sand Company

Holston Gases

Milkco, Inc.

Mills Manufacturing

Raymond James

RBC Bank Wealth Management

Silver-Line Plastics

Studio Chavarria

TD Bank

Ten Thousand Villages

T-Mobile USA, Inc.

Walmart Foundation

Wolf Creek Engineering, Inc.

Foundations

Cenderelli Family Trust

Cold Mountain Foundation

Dollar General Literacy
Foundation

Fanny Landwirth Foundation

Little Acorn Fund-H

Little Acorn Fund-M

The Beattie Foundation

The Glass Foundation

United Way of Asheville —
Buncombe County

Government

The N.C. Community
College System

Program Partners

Buncombe Partnership for
Children

YMCA of WNC

Libraries, Clubs, &

Faith Communities

Central United Methodist
Church of Asheville

Deerfield Episcopal Retirement
Community

First Presbyterian Church

Friends of Bunc. Co. Libraries

Skyland United Methodist
Church

St. Barnabas Roman Catholic
Church

St. Eugene Church

Trinity Episcopal Church

Women's Civic Club of
Asheville

Individual Donors

Jill & William Abernethy

Joel & Marla Adams

Erica Adelman

Blan & Katharine Aldridge

Johnnie Nell Alexander

Max & Lilian Alexander

John & Mary Anderson

Laura Anderson

Susan Andrew

JJ Apodaca

Susan Babelay

Elizabeth & Donald Bagwell

Rod & Bess Baird

Lars & Lynn Balck

David Baldacci

Chelsea Baldwin

Noah Ball

William & Jennifer Ballantine

Orus Barker

Cassie Barrett

Linda Marie Barrett

Paul & Margo Bartels

Dr. Alan Baumgarten & Judy
Hoffman

Kevin & Jodi Baxter

Thomas & Katherine Beardsley

Robert Beatty

C Douglas & Jill Beckett Earl

Ann Marie Behling

Isbell Behrer

Gregory & Kathy Belland

Justin Belleme

Sara Bensman

Mike Berkley

George & Diana Bilbrey

Deena Birenbaum

Steven Birkhofer

Telia Blackard

Tom Blair

Carol Blake

William Blake

Thomas Blanford

Edward & Anne Bleynat

Richard & Jennifer Bock

Tracie Bodford

Sally Boerschig & Richard
Hudspeth

Bill Bogdan & Clark Ward

Elizabeth Bolton

Dr. Melissa Booth

Kirk & Lucy Borland

Bill Boughton

Laura Bourne

Suzan Bower

Michael Boyd

Amy Boyd

Mary Jane & William Boyd

Wm Alan & Rhonda Bradshaw

Ralph Bradshaw

Mark Brenner & Mary Weber

Cristina Brewer

Lindsay Brinkley

Sallie & Claude Broach

Susan Broussard Smith

Nancy Brown

Trish Brown

Jan Burkhead

Lana Burns

Bill & Clarita Burton

Tom Byers

Jessica & Drew Caffrey

Traci Calabrese-Meyer

Virginia Calder Rainey

Barbara & Dennis Campbell

Darrel & Anne Campbell

Elizabeth Lanier & Al Campbell

Teresa & Cecil Cantrell

Mark Capon

Linda & Fred Cardina

Thomas & Gay Carman

Dana Carrico

Aiden Carson

James Carter

Tommie Lynn Carter

Diane Challen

Robert & Jo Chandler

Laurie & Rick Chess

Susanne Chiappa

Patrick & Judith Chitwood

Susan Cohen

Wendy Coin

Marvin & Mimi Cole

Don Cole & Nancy A Cole

Athena Cole-Ekman

Robbie Coleman & Don Kendall

Rocco Collelo

Sharon Collins

Jerry & Mickey Cook

Dan Cook

Keith & Mary Costello

Elinor Cotts

Michael & Leslie Cox

Kim Coyne

Sam Craig

Michelle Crane Norton

Rhea Cravens & Steve
Levenberg

Jonathan Crawford

Parker Cross

Katherine Cross

Vicki Cummings

Phillips & Karen Cutright

Aaron Dahlstrom

Anne & Jamie Dale

Katie Damien

Sheneen Daniels

Kathryn Daughton

Nance & Alan Davidson

Charles Davis

Darlene & J.W. Davis

Elizabeth Davis

Kathleen Davis

Marcia Davis

Pat Davis

Libby & Michael De Caetani

Michael Deem &Elizabeth Ickes

Nancy Denburg

Lynne Diehl

Alexandra Dilworth

Paul & Chris Dismukes

Dennis Duffy

Alexa Duncan

Sheila Dunn

Aimee Eisiminger

Laurie Ekstein

Angela Elkines

Leslie Eller

Dave Ellum

Miles & Millie Elmore

Dana Emmert

Anne Ernst

Denise & Bruce Ertell

Lois & Joseph Esposito

John & Mary Lou Farmer

Princess Ferguson & Thomas
Walker

Adrienne & Richard Ferriss

George & Tere Finch

Larry & Marian Fincher

Paul & Virginia Finegan

Jessica Fink

Alexandra Fischer

Patrcia Fitzpatrick

John & Amy Fleming

Bob & Jean Formento

Kevin & Kristin Forner

Charles & Sandy Frederick

Betty Friedrichsen

Peter Frisa

Sandra Frith

Judy Futch & Paul Smith

Brian Gant

Amanda Gardner

Cindy & Bob Garfield

Dr. Barbara Gerber

Dr. Charles Gershon & Donna
Kinney

Mark & Nancy Gilliss

Frank Goldfarb

H. R. & Maralee Gollberg

Tom Gonzalez & Florrie Funk

Adrianne Gordon

Jeff & Barbara Gould

Spike Gram

Brenda Gray

Betsy Gray

Sara Green

Bernice & Arnold Green

Linda Greene Marshall

Virginia Gregg

Elizabeth Gregg

Mary Ellen Griffin

Jan Griffin

Carol Groben & Doug Lebbon

Louise Haas

Bonnie & Maurice Stone

Greg Hammer

Wendy Haner

Elizabeth & William Harlan

Lauren & Seth Harr

Clark & Genna Harris

Mary Jo & Tom Harrison

Andrew & Janet Hart

Mary Hart

Ernie Harwig

Amy Hatmaker

Andrew Hauet

John Hawes

Arwen Hawes

Drake & JoAnn Hawkins

Sylvia Hawkins

Gary Hawkins

Dr. Anna Hayward

Jim & Marie Hefley

Julie & John Heinitsh

Kate & Roger Henry

Laura Herndon
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Stacie & Jim Hicks

Greg & Carole Hilderbran

Jay Hines

James Hinson

George Hodges

Adolph Hoehling

Michelle Hoffman

Michael Hofman

Sinead Hogan Mayo

Harold & Valerie Hogstrom

Eunice Holbert

Alexandra & Steven Holland

Pam & Dean Holt

Ruth Hopkins

Debra Huffman

Nancy Humphries

Lockie Hunter

Fred Hutchinson

Dvora Ivankowski

Steven Jackson

Kristen Jackson

Robert & Karen Jackson

Jim Jarratt

Meghan Jeffries

Brentley & Coral Jeffries

Rose Jenkins

Jerome Johnson

David & Eleanor Johnson

Randall & Mary Johnson

Patricia Johnson

Lisa Elizabeth & Cory Mark
Johnson

Patricia Johnson & Mary
Pomeroy

Suzanne Jones

Georgina & Stephen Jones

Sally Jones

Stephanie Jones-Byrne

James & Sara Kammann

Daisy Karasek

Richard Kark

Leah Karpen

Ron & Sharon Katz

Sara Keesler

Cassandra Kelly

Robert & Cheri Kendrick

Keith Kennedy

Lynda Kepler

Jesse & Phyllis Key

Amanda King

Telle King

Gerold & Nancy Kitch

Bernard & Susan Koesters

Dr. Barbara Kolack-Veach &
Tucker Veach

Cathy Kramer

Jack & Florence Krupnick

Bedford Lally

Terry Lamp Scholl

Timothy Lampkin

Debbie & Robert Lampton

Peter & Bernice Landis

David & Sheila Langdon

Mary Jo LaPorte

Jill & Alan Larson

Ashley & Clint Lasher

Richard & Jackie Lasher

Melisse Latini

Linda Lawson

Joanne Lazar

Mark & Carol Lenzen

Karen Leonard

Mike & Pat Levi

Maya Levin

William & Barbara Lewin

Judith & John Li

Jeffrey Llewellyn

Jeremy Loeb

Barbara & Michael Lohf

Rebecca & Artur Loli

Charles & Barbra Love

Janna & Rick Lutovsky

Carol MacRae

Martha & Norman Madden

William & Janice Maddox

Thomas & Nancy Maher

Rendi & Joe Mann-Stadt

Katie Marousis

Kim & Judy Masnick

Marion Mathews

Alexander Maynard

Lynn Sue McAdams

Kathleen McCafferty

Elise McClintick

Kristin & Ben McCollum

Walter & Nancy McConnell

Nancy McCorkle

John McCorkle

Page McCormick

Phil McDorman

James & Jeanne McGlinn

Mary & Edward McGowan

Ann McKean

Virginia McKinley

Martha McMullen

Lynne Meacham

Janiece & Edwin Meek

Tiffany Messer-Bass

Catherine Metzger

Raymond Meyers

Cheryl Middleton

Jenna Miller

Joan Miller

James Millikan

Patrcia Minx

Suzanne Molloy

Katherine Morosani

John & Peggy Morris

Lisa Morrison

Debbie Motz Bryenton & Bob
Bryenton

David & Karen Mouw

Eleanor Moylan

Jennifer Mullendore

Margo Mulligan

Christopher Murrey

Susan Murty

John Muth

Carrie Myers

Elaine & Benjamin Nantz

Amar & Pratibha Nath

Leslie Newman

Marianne Newman

Beverly Nivens

Claudia Nix

David & Rose Nohava

Caroline & John Noor

Christine Nugent

Priscilla Nullet

Elizabeth Olin

Brandi O'Rand

John Ormand

Maggi Ormand

Marlee Page

Mary Parker

Tom Parker

Shirley Parkin

Phyllis Patton

Karen Pauly

Janice Payne

Carolyn Pearson

Erich & Liz Pearson

M Peck & M Downes

Julie & David Peeler

Rike Peevey

Ann Perry

Mark Peters

Polly Peterson

Phil & Pam Peterson

Betsy & Herbert Phillips

John Pilson

Patrcia Polanski

Cathy Pons

Elizabeth Poore

Kim Porter & Brad Kiger

Mary Powell

William & Melinda Powell

John Powers

Tatia & Andres Prieto

Mary Prince

Molly Pritchard

John Prussing

Leah Quintal

Jose Quintal & Mary Lou Hunt
Quintal

Shirley Quisenberry

Ed & Suzy Rankin

Don & Donna Rash

Kevin Redman

Catherine Reid

Lynda Renfroe

Dr. R. A. Resnick

John & May Rhea

Samuel & Betsy Rhodes

Monica Ridgeway

Sherry Roane

Cherie Roberts

Anne Roberts

Benjamin Robinson

Kathy Roby

Jane Roda

Audrey & Scott Rogers

Larry Rolfes

John & Pansy Roper

Michelle & Terry Rothwell

Kay Rouse

C Michelle Ruedin

Marjorie Ruegger

Carole Rushing

Mary & Joseph Sabol

Martha Salyers

Norma Sams

Gwen Sargent

Jeannie Saunders

Dr. Pegge Saylor

Suzanne Schappert

Pamela Schoon

Tiffany Schultz

Nancy Schuman

Herschel & Noel Schwartz

John & Judy Scroggs

Mike & llona Sena

Leah Shapiro

Barbara & Waid Shelton

Cathy Sherman

Stacy Shields

Dennis & Linda Short
Christina Sibley

Barbara Siebert

Tammy Silver

Marijo Simpson &Kevin Treakle
Lisa Slocum

Philip Smith

Jeannie & Stuart Smolkin
Catherine Smythe

Honey & Howard Solomon
Charles Somervill

Nancy Southers

Nancy & Milton Spann
Wayne & Marsha Sramek
John & Ashley Stainer
Alicia & Chuck Stobbe

Leo & Margaret Storey
Lester & Ann Stowe

Nona Stuck

David Stum & Sheila Lutjens
Mary Sugeir

David & Alicia Sweatt

Paul & Tish Szurek

Shinara Taylor

Amanda Teems

Robert Teller

Shirley Tenney & Paul Merriken
Remo & Carolyn Termini
Gail Thomas

Sarah & Jim Thomas
Melville & Jean Thomason
Stephen Thompson

Dennis & Linda Thompson
John & Claire Tiernan
Antonia Tillis

Phillip Torres

Teena Tuenge

Robert & Naomi Turk
Linda & Mark Van Tuyl
Mark & Cindy Vandewart
Gerald & Karen VVaneman
Karen Vaughn

Joseph Verneuil

Remona Wade

James Wallace

Jennifer Walton & Steve Ware
Fasetta Warren

John & Linda Waterman
Kristy Watson

Donald & Susan Watson
Alison Webb

Stewart Wedthoff

Steve & Jackie Wellons
Scott Wells & Heather Parlier
Hayley Wells

John West & Mary Duffy
Barbara Westbrook

Wayne & Sally Wheeler
Michelle Whittaker

Joan & Mike Wilson

Larry & Janie Wilson
Catherine Wilson

Dr. Julie Wilson & John Steele
Emily & Ed Wilson
Deborah & William Wolcott
Brian Wood

John & Carol Wood
Christina & Eric Wronowski
Paula Yoo

Linda Youngblood

Jill Zimerman

Lina Zuniga Chan
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How was the Funding Spent?

The Literacy Council’s budget was $319,233 in 2015/16.

A'A

Staff Team

Ashley Lasher, Executive Director
Erin Sebelius, ESOL Director

Expenses

B Direct Program Costs
m Development/Fundraising

I General & Administrative

2%

Lily Contorer, Adult Education & Augustine Project Director
Irina Khasanova, Office Manager & ESOL Specialist

LuAnn Arena, Development Director

Niki Paganelli, Recruitment & Awareness Coordinator

Revenue
B Faith Communities
B Businesses & Corporations
M Individuals

W Foundations

B NC Community College System
m Special Events
I Partnerships

1 Endowments & Other

Board of Directors

Joe Mann-Stadt, Chair

Anne Bleynat, Vice-Chair
Debbie Motz-Bryenton, Treas.
Karen Pauly, Secretary

Laurie Chess

Aaron Dahlstrom
Carrie Meyers

Leah Quintal

Barbara Kolack-Veach
Kelly Stokes




